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ALL IV-D DIRECTORS 
ALL COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS 
ALL BOARDS OF SUPERVISORS 

SUBJECT: JUVENILE PROBATION CASES 

The Department of Child Support Services (DCSS) has received inquiries regarding the 
ability to collect juvenile hall probation reimbursement costs using local child support 
agency (LCSA) resources and the Child Support Enforcement (CSE) system.  The 
purpose of this letter is to advise LCSAs that these collection activities are not a IV-D 
function and are not a permissible activity in CSE.  As set forth in the Office of Child 
Support Enforcement (OCSE) policy interpretation referenced below, a IV-D system can 
only process money to families, IV-A recovery, or IV-E recovery.  

California law (Welfare and Institutions Code section 903.4) provides the LCSA with 
statutory authority to establish and enforce support orders in juvenile probation cases; 
however, state statutes make no determination of what entity is responsible for funding 
the costs of these activities.  Federal law provides that this is not a IV-D activity.  Since 
federal law is the sole authority for what activities may be claimed as IV-D program 
expenses, and state statute cannot modify or override federal law, this activity is not 
eligible for federal financial participation. 

The OCSE, Policy Interpretation Question (PIQ) 07-03, question and response #8, 
states that unless a child is receiving services under the Titles IV-A, IV-E, XIX (or in 
some cases the Food Stamp Act of 1977), an individual or agency must file an 
application to receive IV-D services.  The IV-D agency may only collect child support, 
not a debt to the State.  Our interpretation of this federal clarification is that juvenile hall 
reimbursement collections are the same as attempting to collect a debt to the state.    

We hope this letter clarifies DCSS’ policies on this matter, and addresses any questions 
the LCSAs may have regarding juvenile probation cases in CSE.  Thank you for your 
anticipated cooperation in this matter. 
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If you have any questions or concerns regarding this matter, please contact  
Cindi Pocoroba at (916) 464-5883. 

Sincerely, 
 
/os/ 

BILL OTTERBECK 
Deputy Director 
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