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April 7, 2011 

CSS LETTER: 11-03 

ALL IV-D DIRECTORS 
ALL COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS 
ALL BOARDS OF SUPERVISORS 

SUBJECT: CLARIFICATION OF EQUIPMENT AND OTHER CAPITAL 
EXPENDITURES 

REFERENCE:     CSS LETTER 04-20; CSS LETTER 05-05 

The purpose of this letter is to provide Local Child Support Agencies (LCSAs) with 
clarification regarding the requirement of prior written approval for equipment and other 
capital expenditures. 

This clarification is in addition to the previous CSS Letter 04-20 and CSS Letter 05-05, 
both of which also provided directions to request prior approval before purchasing any 
hardware, software, or other automation goods and services. 

Per OMB Circular A-87, Pt. 225, App. B, Section 15, LCSAs are further reminded that 
all purchases of general and special purpose equipment (an article of non-expendable, 
tangible, personal property having a useful life of more than one year and an acquisition 
cost which equals or exceeds the capitalization level of $5,000), must have the prior 
written approval of the awarding agency (Department of Child Support Services).  This 
price includes the cost of ancillary charges, such as taxes, duty, protective in-transit 
insurance, freight, and installation. 

LCSAs must submit a request to their LCSA Budget Unit Analyst prior to the purchase 
of equipment and other capital expenditures.  A letter will be sent back to the LCSA 
upon review with the approval or denial of the request.  Please note requests can take 
30 to 60 days for review.  

  

 
Reason for this Transmittal 

 
[  ] State Law or Regulation Change 
[  ] Federal Law or Regulation        

Change 
[  ] Court Order or Settlement 

Change 
[X] Clarification requested by 
         One or More Counties 
[  ] Initiated by DCSS 
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If you have any questions or concerns regarding prior approval of equipment and other 
capital expenditures, please contact me at (916) 464-5156 or your LCSA Budget Unit 
analyst. 

Sincerely, 
 
/os/  

MARK BECKLEY 
Deputy Director 
 
cc: David Oppenheim, CSDA 
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