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July 27, 2010 

CSSIN LETTER: 10-07 

ALL IV-D DIRECTORS 
ALL COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS 
ALL BOARDS OF SUPERVISORS 

SUBJECT: PUERTO RICO LAW ACT 191 OF 2009 (AS AMENDED) REGARDING 
PUERTO RICO–ISSUED CERTIFIED BIRTH CERTIFICATES 

This letter is to inform the Local Child Support Agencies (LCSA’s) that the Government 
of Puerto Rico has enacted a new law (Act 191 of 2009 as Amended) aimed at 
strengthening the issuance and usage of birth certificates to combat fraud and protect 
the identity and credit of all people born in Puerto Rico.  

The law calls for issuing new, security-enhanced certificates beginning July 1, 2010.  It 
was enacted out of collaboration with the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security to address the fraudulent use of Puerto Rico-issued 
birth certificates to unlawfully obtain U.S. passports, Social Security benefits, and other 
federal services.  
The Government of Puerto Rico originally passed the law, invalidating all existing birth 
certificates effective July 1, 2010.  However, the law was amended on June 25, 2010, 
extending the deadline until September 30, 2010; therefore any Puerto Rico-issued birth 
certificates issued prior to July 1, 2010 will be considered invalid effective October 1, 
2010. 

Legal actions already taken or in process before October 1, 2010, by any State or Tribal 
IV-D agency based on a certified copy of a birth certificate issued prior to July 1, 2010, 
will continue to be valid. Such actions are not cancelled by Act 191.  Effective October 
1, 2010, if a birth certificate is required for IV-D purposes, the LCSA should only accept 
and use certified copies of birth certificates issued July 1, 2010 or later. 

LCSA’s may still use certified copies of the Certificate of Parentage (aka Paternity 
Acknowledgement Affidavit) or a Court or Administrative order establishing paternity as 
evidence of Puerto Rico’s paternity establishment.  These are entitled to full faith and 
credit in other states; however, a certified copy of the birth certificate naming the father 
is preferred with respect to paternity. 

The law does not allow the issuance of multiple certified copies of birth certificates. If a 
certified copy of a Puerto Rico-issued birth certificate issued from July 1, 2010 forward, 
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is presented for any IV-D purpose, do not retain the original certified copy.  You may 
however retain, hold or store a photocopy, in electronic or digital form certifying it as a 
copy of a true and accurate copy of the certified birth certificate.   

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this matter, please contact  
Cindi Pocoroba at (916) 464-5883. 

Sincerely, 
 
/os/ 

BILL OTTERBECK 
Deputy Director 
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