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SUBJECT: CHILD SUPPORT LEGISLATION 2009-2010

The Governor recently signed legislation related to child support services. The purpose of this
letter is to provide you with a brief summary of those bills. Any required regulation or policy
instructions will be provided under a separate letter.

SB 580 (Wright) Chapter 103 Effective January 1, 2011
Addresses mandated provisions of the federal Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 (DRA) pertaining to
medical support. In accordance with federal mandates, “reasonable cost” is defined as five percent of
gross income. There is an exemption to the five percent standard for parents who qualify for a low-
income adjustment. In accordance with current statute, parents earning below $1000 per month net
disposable income would not be required to provide health insurance. “Accessibility” to health care is
defined as within a fifty mile radius from a child’s residence.

SB 1355 (Wright) Chapter 495 Effective January 1, 2011
Requires every money judgment or order for child support being enforced by the local child
support agencies to provide that support will be suspended for any period exceeding 90
consecutive days in which the noncustodial parent is incarcerated or involuntarily
institutionalized, unless he or she has the means to pay. The suspension will apply only for the
period of incarceration or institutionalization. Upon release, child support will immediately
resume in the amount specified in the order.

Sincerely,
los/
CONNIE DAMANT

Assistant Director
Legislative and External Affairs
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